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Nomen nudum Isophya tatrica Maran, 1957, belongs to
I. camptoxypha Fieber, 1853 (Orthoptera: Tettigoniidae)

Petr KOCAREKY & Jaroslav HOLUSA?

D Department of Biology and Ecology, University of Ostrava, CZ-710 00 Ostrava, Czech Republic;
e-mail: petr.kocarek@osu.cz

2 Department of Forest Protection, Forestry and Game Management Research Institute, Office Frydek — Mistek,
Nadrazni 2811, CZ-738 01 Frydek — Mistek, Czech Republic; e-mail: holusaj@seznam.cz

Abstract. The name Isophya tatrica Maran, 1957, was used by Dossik (1959)
in the series ‘Key to the fauna of Czechoslovakia’ but the species has never been
properly described and the name must be considered as nomen nudum. Based on
the study of material deposited in the National Museum in Praha and designated by
Matran as the holotypus and allotypus of /. tatrica, we confirm his later assumption
(MaRraN 1958) that the specimens belong to I. camptoxypha Fieber, 1853.
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In the years 1954-1958, Josef Matan (National Museum, Praha) revised numerous spe-
cimens of the genus Isophya Brunner von Wattenwyl, 1878, from Slovakia and recognised
several unknown species. One of them was a small species from the Vysoké Tatry (= High
Tatras) Mts., provisionally named Isophya tatrica. However, its valid description has never
been published unlike the descriptions of 1. pienensis Matan, 1954 (MaRaN 1954) and 1
beybienkoi Matan, 1958 (MaraN 1958). Later on, he wrote about /. tatrica that ‘the unknown
species from the High Tatras and the High Fatra can be identified as 1. brevipennis’ (MARAN
1958). Isophya brevipennis Brunner von Wattenwyl, 1878, is currently a synonym of /. cam-
ptoxypha Fieber, 1853.

In the following year, the third volume of the series ‘Key to the fauna of Czechoslovakia’
was published, including the key to Orthoptera (DoBsik 1959). Dossik (1959) presented /.
tatrica as a valid species, even with the year of description (as /. tatrica Maran, 1957) but
without any detailed comments. Since that time, no other reference to this name has been
published and the specimens labelled as /. tatrica by Matan have not been studied (see HELLER
et al. 1998, 2004; KocAREK et al. 2005).

We have had the opportunity to study specimens associated with this name and resolve
their identity.
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Material examined. SLOVAKIA: Vysoké Tatry Mts., Vy$né Hagy (6887), ca 1150 m a.s.l., vii.1956, &, Moucha
leg., labelled as holotype of I. fatrica, Maran det, coll. National Museum in Praha. Measurements: body 18.2 mm
long, hind femur 14.3 mm long, tegmen 4.2 mm long, 79 stridulatory pegs. SLOVAKIA: Vysoké Tatry Mts., Vy$né
Hagy (6887), ca 1100 m a.s.1., vii.1956, ¢, Moucha leg., labelled as allotype of I. tatrica, Matan det, coll. National
Museum in Praha. Measurements: body (without ovipositor) 16.0 mm long, ovipositor 8.1 mm long, hind femur
15.8 mm long; tegmen 1.7 mm long.

One of the most reliable identification features, i.e. the number of pegs on the stridulatory
file (HELLER et al. 2004), was not known in the 1950s (cf. MaRaN 1958). Based on the structure
of the stridulatory file, the shape of the male cerci and the length and shape of the tegmen and
ovipositor, the studied specimens can be clearly identified as . camptoxypha.

Acknowledgements

We thank Martin Fikaéek (National Museum, Praha, Czech Republic) for kindly providing
Isophya specimens from the collection under his care. This paper was partially supported by
grant No. 0002070201 of the Ministry of Agriculture of the Czech Republic.

References

DOBSIK B. 1959: Rad rovnokfidli — Orthoptera. [Order Orthoptera]. Pp. 195-216. In: KRATOCHVIL J. (ed.): Kli¢
zvireny CSR. Dil II. [Key to the fauna of Czechoslovakia Part III]. Ceskoslovenska akademie v&d, Praha, 870
pp (in Czech).

HELLER K.-G., KORSUNOVSKAYA O., RAGGE D. R., VEDENINA V., WILLEMSE F., ZHANTIEV R. D. &
FRANTSEVICH L. 1998: Check-list of European Orthoptera. Articulata, Beiheft 7: 1-61.

HELLER K.-G., ORCIK. M., GREIN G. & INGRISCH S. 2004: The Isophya species of Central and Western Europe
(Orthoptera: Tettigonioidea: Phaneropteridae). Tijdschrift voor Entomologie 147: 237-258.

ICZN 1999: International Code of Zoological Nomenclature. Fourth Edition. International Trust for Zoological
Nomenclature, London, 306 pp.

KOCAREK P, HOLUSA J. & VIDLICKA I’. 2005: Blattaria, Mantodea, Orthoptera & Dermaptera of the Czech and
Slovak Republics. Illustrated key 3. Blattaria, Mantodea, Orthoptera & Dermaptera Ceské a Slovenské republiky.
Tlustrovany kli¢ 3. Kabourek, Zlin, 349 pp (in English and Czech).

MARAN J. 1954: Rovnokiidly hmyz (Orthoptera) statni prirodni rezervace , Pieniny*. (Orthoptera of the State Nature
Reserve Pieniny). Ochrana Prirody (Praha) 9: 65-69 (in Czech, English and Russian abstract).

MARAN J. 1958: Novy druh rodu Isophya Br. W. z Ceskoslovenska. Eine neue Art der Gattung Isophya Br. W. aus
Tschechoslowakei. Acta Entomologica Musei Nationalis Pragae 32: 537-543 (in Czech and German).



